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I  N  compofing  this  Oration,  it  was  the  fpecial  aim  of 
the  Author  to  adapt  it  to  the  auditory  before  whom  it 
was  to  be  delivered,  having  then  no  view  to  its  publication. 
To  this,  for  fometime,  he  withheld  his  confent,  being  fen- 
fible  that  the  public  were  already  in  poffeffion  of  numerous 
performances  of  a  fimilar  kind,  and  in  which  more  ample 
juftice  had  been  done  to  the  fubjecT:.  He  has,  however, 
at  length  yielded  to  the  folicitations  of  particular  friends, 
and  of  his  hearers,  hoping  that  its  imperfcflions  will  be 
covered  with  the  veil  of  candor. 


&n  Nation* 


My  Friends  and  Fellow  Mourners, 

IF  the  death  of  a  friend  naturally  excites  in  the  hu- 
man breaft  the  tender  emotions  of  grief  and  for- 
row  ;  if  thefe  rife  in  proportion  to  his  worth,  and 
to  the  benefits  received  from  him,  or  hoped  for  ;  what 
mult  have  been  our  feelings  !  when  it  was  announced 
to  us,  Our  beloved  WASHINGTON  is  no  more. 
Alas,  he  is  lodged  in  the  filent  manfions  of  the  dead  ; 
— he  is  gone  beyond  the  reach  of  human  fight  !  Sol- 
emn and  affecting  thought  f  Who  has  not  loft  a 
Friend  ?  and  what  country  has  not  loft  a  Patriot  ? 
How  fuddenly  have  our  hopes  been  blafled,  and  our 
joys  turned  into  weeping  and  mourning  !  But  whilffc 
this  day  we  mingle  our  tears  with  millions  of  our  fel- 
low-citizens, lamenting  the  death  of  a  Father,  Friend, 
and  Benefactor  of  our  Country — 

Let  no  murmur  rife.     With  fubmiflion  bow : 
"  Since  'twas  the  will  of  all-difpofing  Heav'n 
"  To  refume  the  boon,  its  kind  hand  had  giv'n." 

To  us  are  unknown,  what  mighty  events  reft  upon 
the  removal  of  this  great  pillar  of  our  national  inde- 
pendence, union  and  fafety.  The  faithful  page  of  hif- 
tory  has  informed  us,  that  the  death  of  a  great  prince, 

or 
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cr  great  influential  character,  has  often  produced  afton* 
ifhing  changes,  affecting  the  flate  and  condition,  not 
only  of  individuals,  but  of  whole  nations.  But  whether 
any  or  what  revolutions  will  enfue,  lies  concealed  in 
the  womb  of  providence.  To  us  as  a  nation,  it  mufl 
be  deeply  affecting  ;  and  more  efpecially  at  this  critical 
period,  when  the  nations  in  Europe  are  convulfed  with 
war,  and  we  in  danger  of  being  involved  in  the  com- 
mon calamity.  Where,  if  invaded,  mall  we  find  one 
like  unto  Washington,  wife  in  council  and  experienced 
in  war  ;  qne  whofe  prefence,  at  the  head  of  our  armies, 
would  infpire  them  with  equal  commence,  and  prove 
an  equal  terror  to  our  enemies  ?  The  lofs  mufl  be  ir- 
reparable. 

In  the  midft  of  forrow,  with  which  the  heart  is  over- 
whelmed, on  the  death  of  thofe  whom  we  venerated 
for  their  eminent  virtues,  and  to  whom  we  were  attach- 
ed by  the  ffrongefl  ties  of  love  and  gratitude,  a  recol- 
lection of  the!*  virhicmR  *Wds„  whilfl  living,  and  even 
a  recital  of  the  various  incidents  of  their  lives,  becomes 
a  fpurce  of  confolation  ;  it  fooths  the  forrowing  heart, 
and  leads  to  an  imitation  of  their  virtues.  To  fub- 
ferve  thefe  purpofes,  may  it  not  be  peculiarly  grateful, 
to  review  the  life  and  actions  of  the  beloved  man,  the 
lofs  of  whom  we  this  day  deplore ;  indeed  to  give  a 
jufl  and  complete  description  of  them,  would  require 
not  only  volumes,  but  an  abler  pen.  A  fhort  fketch 
therefore  is  all  that  can  now  be  effayecj. 

George  Washington  was  born  of  refpectable  pa- 
rents, in  Virginia,  on  the  i  ith  of  February,  O.  S.  1732. 
His  education,  though  of  a  private  kind,  was  aided  by  an 
able  inflructor,  under  whom  he  made  fwift  progrefs  in 
learning,  and  amaffed  a  large  flock  of  ufeful  knowledge. 

Early 
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karly  in  life,  he  difcovered  a  military  genius ;  and  be* 
fore  he  had  reached  the  twentieth  year  of  his  age,  re- 
ceived a  commiffion  in  the  adjutant-general's  depart- 
ment, with  the  rank  of  major  ;  and  had  but  juft  pafied 
that  age,  when  he  was  called  to  a  very  hazardous  and 
important  miffion. 

At  this  time,  the  French  were  in  pofleflion  of  Can- 
ada ;  had  extended  a  line  of  forts  from  Canada  almofl 
to  Florida  ;  had  made  encroachments  upon  our  lands, 
and  were  daily  mitigating  the  Indians  to  murder  our 
people.  Under  thefe  circumitances,  the  governor  of 
Virginia  fent  major  Wafhington  to  explore  the  coun- 
try ;  to  treat  with  the  Indians ;  to  remonftrate  to  the 
French  commander,  who  had  erected  a  fort  within  the 
claims  of  Virginia,  and  warn  him  to  defift.  Amidft  in- 
credible hardfhips  and  dangers,  he  profecuted  this  bufi- 
nefs  to  the  fatisfa&ion  of  his  government,  and  the  ad- 
miration of  the  world. 

In  1754,  he  was  appointed  colonel  of  a  regiment, 
snd  was  conflantly  employed  in  the  defence  of  his  na- 
tive ftate  ;  fought  feveral  battles  with  the  French  and 
Indians,  in  one  of  which  he  obtained  a  complete  vic- 
tory, making  many  prifoners  ;  in  another,  furrounded 
with  nearly  four  times  his  number,  after  a  fevere  con- 
flict, in  which  feveral  hundreds  of  the  enemy  were 
flain,  he  confented  to  an  honourable  capitulation. 

In  1755,  General  Braddock,  with  two  thoufand  regu- 
lar troops,  fent  by  the  Britifh  government  to  Virginia, 
being  joined  by  eight  hundred  militia,  marched  againft 
fort  du  Quefne,  then  in  poffeffion  of  the  French.  Col- 
onel Wafhington  accompanied  him  as  one  of  his  aids- 
de-camp.  The  Britifh  general,  confident  of  fuccefs, 
and  regardlefs  of  the  advice  of  his  young  American 

aid, 
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aid,  on  his  march  fell  into  an  ambufh,  and  was  flam* 
together  with  a  great  part  of  his  regular  troops  ;  that 
any  of  them  efcaped  was  attributed  to  the  fkill  and 
bravery  of  the  colonel,  who,  with  the  militia,  covered 
the  confufed  retreat  of  the  army,  and  was  the  only 
officer  that  furvived,  whofe  duty  it  was  to  be  on  horfe- 
back  that  day. 

By  thefe  enterprifes  he  had  gained  much  experience ; 
and  a  foundation  was  laid  for  a  future  and  more  exten- 
five  difplay  of  his  military  talents.  By  his  unremitted 
exertions  in  the  fervice  of  his  country,  his  conflitution 
appeared  to  be  greatly  debilitated,  and  a  confumption 
fall  progreffing,  which  induced  him,  in  1759^0  refign 
all  his  military  commands.  By  the  fmiles  of  that  kind 
providence,  which  had  deftined  him  to  be  the  future 
deliverer  of  his  country,  his  health  was  reftored.  He 
then  applied  himfelf  to  civil  life  5  was  conftantly  chofen 
a  member  of  the  Legiflature  ;  wan  a  magiflrate  of  the 
county,  and  a  judge  of  the  court* 

In  1774,  he  was  elected  a  delegate  to  the  nrft  Con- 
grefs  of  the  States,  which  met  at  Philadelphia,  as  well 
as  to  that  of  1775  :  an  ever-memorable  year.  The 
long  continued  difputes  between  us  and  Great-Britain 
were  now  brought  to  a  crifis  ;  the  blood  of  our  coun- 
trymen had  been  fpilled  on  ^ie  19th  of  April,  by  their 
troops,  on  the  plains  of  Lexington.  The  die  was  now 
caft  ;  we  mult  either  fubmit  to  the  galling  yoke  of 
flavery  and  opprefhen,  or  manfully  refift,  and  vindicate 
our  injured  rights,  at  the  hazard  of  life  and  property. 
We  chofe  the  latter.  But  who  was  to  lead  us  in  the 
perilous  conflict  !  Our  political  fathers,  directed,  as  it 
were,  by  a  voice   from   heaven,  fixed  their  eyes  on 

Washington,  as  the  man  :   and  accordingly,  on  the 

15th 
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15th  day  of  June,  appointed  him  commander  in  chief 
of  the  American  armies.  On  the  2d  of  July  he  arrived 
at  Cambridge,  (being  a  few  days  after  the  memorable 
battle  on  Bunker's,  or  rather  Breed's  Hill),  where  he 
found  a  great  multitude  of  militia,  collected  from  all 
quarters,  even  from  Virginia :  men  naturally  brave,  but 
without  order,  discipline,  or  regular  fupplies  ;  deficient 
in  arms  and  ammunition  ;  diverfified  alfo  in  manners, 
habits  of  life,  and  local  prejudices.  To  unite  thefe  jar- 
ring elements,  and  reduce  the  whole  to  order  and  uni- 
formity, was  a  work  that  none  but  a  Washington 
could  have  accomplifhed.  By  degrees,  he  reduced  the 
heterogeneous  mafs  into  form  ;  eftabliihed  a  regular  fyf- 
tem  of  defence  ;  confined  the  enemy  within  the  towns 
of  Boflon  and  Charleitown,  and  prevented  them  from 
making  further  inroads  into  the  country. 

What  was  our  fituation  before  this  ?   Look  back,  my 
friends,  to  the  *  fpring  and  fummer  of  1775,  to  that 

dark 

*  On  Lord's-day,  May  2 1  ft,  this  town  was  thrown  into  a  great 
confternation.  At  fix  o'clock,  A.  M.  alarm  guns  were  difcharged  ; 
the  cry  of  plundering,  burning,  and  flaughter  was  heard  in  all  the 
ftreets,  ran  from  neighbour  to  neighbour,  and  fpread  ten  or 
twelve  miles  in  the  courfe  of  an  hour ;  and  before  one  o'clock,  of 
that  day,  with  furprifing  fpeed  and  alacrity,  the  militia  and  others, 
even  from  twelve  to  fifteen  miles  diftance,  had  collected  in  this 
place  and  its  vicinity,  to  the  amount  of  nearly  three  thoufand,  as 
was  then  conjectured.  This  alarm  was  occafioned  by  the  ap- 
pearance of  a  veffel,  with  Britifh  foldiers  on  board,  bending  its 
courfe  to  the  eaftern  extremity  of  the  town  :  they,  however, 
landed  oppofite  to  it,  on  Grape  ifland,  where  they  intended  to 
plunder  a  large  quantity  of  hay  ;  but  difcovering  fome  of  our 
(loops,  with  militia,  advancing  towards  them,  they  fet  fail,  and 
departed,  without  doing  any  mifchief,  other  than  carrying  off  a 
fmall  parcel  of  hay. 
B 
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dark  and  gloomy  day,  when  fadnefs  and  diftrefs  were 
painted  on  every  countenance  ;    our  harbour  filled  with 
fhips  of  war  ;    our  capital  with  an  army  of  veteran 
troops,  furnifhed  with  every  thing  fitted  for  fpreading 
ruin  and  deftru&ion  in  our  land  5  and  we  every  mo- 
ment apprehenfive,  that  the  next  would  call  us  to  rifk 
our  lives  in  defence  of  our  houfes,  our  wives,  our  chil* 
dren,  and  all  that  was  dear  to  us.     Could  this  facred 
temple  fpeak,  it  would  declare,  what  were  our  fears, 
what  the  fenfe  of  our  dangers  ;  for  here  we  aflembled, 
with  arms  in  our  hands,  to  worfhip  the  Lord  our  maker* 
But  let  us  withdraw  from  this  dark,  to  a  brighter  fcene, 
which  opened  upon  us  in  March,  1776.     By  the  con* 
fummate  wifdom  and  policy  of  General  Washington, 
difplayed  upon  the  heights  of  Dorchefter,  we  were  ex- 
tricated from  our  local  fears  and  diftreffes.      On  the 
night  of  the  4th  of  March,  unperceived  by  the  enemy,  a 
fortification  was  erected  there,  which,  for  its  magnitude, 
effects,   and    the   fecrecy    and  dilpatch  with   which  it 
was  executed,  was  almofl  incredible,     On  the  morning 
of  the  5th,  our  enemies  beheld  it  with  amazement  and 
furprife ;  and  even  their  commander  in  chief  was  heard 
to  exclaim,  "  I  know  not  what  I  fhall  do  ;  the  rebels 
have  done  more  in  one  night,   than  my  whole  army 
could  have  done  in  months,"     Not  long  after,  both 
their  fleet  and  army  abandoned  the  flate.      General 
Washington,  having  arranged  affairs  here,  proceeded 
to  New-York.     Except  the  fortunate  event  lafl  related, 
ill  fuccefs  attended  our  armies  in  almofl  every  quarter, 
till  the  clofe  of  the  year ;  at  which  time  a  dark  cloud 
hung  over  all  our  military  concerns,  and  a  degree  of  de- 
fpondency  was  vifible  among  all  claffes  of  people.     The 
enemy  had  overrun  the  Jerfeys,  and  had  extended  their 

triumphs 
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triumphs  far  and  near  :  elate  with  victory,  they  thought 
of  little  lefs,  than  our  fpeedy  fubmimon  to  the  will  of 
Great-Britain.  General  Washington,  with  mofl  of 
his  troops,  had,  for  greater  fafety,  crofted  the  Delaware. 
Thefe,  by  ficknefs,  battles,  expiration  of  enliftments,  de- 
fertions,  and  other  caufes,  were  reduced  to  a  fmall  num- 
ber, and  were  difpirited,  ill  provided  for,  and  now  in 
the  cold  of  winter.  In  this  trying  fcene,  enough  to 
have  appalled  the  ftouteft  heart,  Washington  flood 
firm  and  undifmayed.  He  looked  within  himfelf,  and 
refolved,  collected  his  fcattered  troops,  addreffed,  and, 
as  it  were,  infpired  them  with  his  own  foul.  On  the 
night  of  the  25th  of  December,  remarkable  for  the  fe- 
verity  of  the  cold,  he  recrofied  the  Delaware  river, 
amidft  its  broken  ice  and  a  furious  florm  of  hail, 
marched  to  Trenton,  and,  at  break  of  day,  attacked  a 
body  of  Heflians,  pofted  there,  of  whom,  befides  the 
flam,  he  made  more  than  nine  hundred  prifoners,  with 
the  lofs  of  but  two  killed  on  our  fide,  and  two  or  three 
frozen  to  death. 

It  was  not  long  before  the  Britifli  army  purfued  him. 
As  they  entered  Trenton  on  one  fide,  he,  with  his  little 
army,  pafled  over  a  bridge  to  the  other  ;  the  enemy 
attempted  to  crofs  it,  but  were  driven  back.  Night 
coming  on,  the  Britifh  general  retired,  refolving  to 
make  a  general  attack  the  next  morning  ;  but  before 
that  time,  General  Washington  had  marched  his 
troops  to  Princeton,  took  three  or  four  hundred  prifon- 
ers,  and  from  thence  continued  his  march  to  Morrif- 
town,  where  he  furprifed  a  party,  and  made  them  prif- 
oners alfo  ;  and  then  retired  to  a  fituation  favourable 
for  the  fecurity  of  his  troops,  where  he  remained  un- 

molefted. 

Thefe 
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Thefe  fuccefies  intimidated  our  enemies,  and  difcoil- 
certed  their  plans  j  but  raifed  the  drooping  fpirits  of 
our  countrymen,  gave  a  new  fpring  to  all  our  military 
operations,  paved  the  way  for  the  capture  of  General 
Burgoyne  and  his  army,  in  1777,  and  to  that  complete 
fuccefs  with  which  our  arms  were  ultimately  crowned. 

The  eyents  related,  furnifh  us  with  ample  proofs  of 
the  great  military  talents  of  General  Washington  : 
from  other,  and  fucceeding  events,  to  the  year  1781, 
equal  proofs  might  be  drawn  ;  but  as  this  ftate,  and  we 
as  a  part  of  it,  were  more  particularly  interefted  in 
thofe  of  1775,  and  part  of  1776,  and  that  my  younger 
friends,  who  were  not  then  upon  the  ftage  of  action, 
might  be  more  fully  acquainted  with  them,  I  have  been 
infenfibly  led  into  a  larger  detail  than  was  intended, 
and  mull  now  pafs  them  over. 

The  year  1781  brings  us  to  a  period,  in  which  the 
indefatigable  labours,  wifdom,  patience,  perfonal  cour- 
age, and  rpilitary  {kill  ot  General  Washington  were 
crowned  with  final  victory,  in  the  conquell  of  Lord 
Cornwallis  and  his  army,  at  York-Town,  on  the  19th 
of  October,  which  proved  decifive  of  the  independence 
of  America,  and  a  finifhing  ftroke  to  the  war.  The 
year  following,  terms  of  peace  were  fettled  j  and  in 
1783,  peace  was  proclaimed  in  America  :  an  event, 
which  fpread  joy  throughout  our  country  ;  and  in  the 
General's  heart?  it  was  no  doubt  exquifitely  felt.  It 
was,  however,  fopn  obfcured,  and  his  great  foul  brought 
to  a  fevere  trial.  His  brave  troops,  which  had  fought, 
bled,  and  conquered  under  him,  were  now  to  be  dif- 
miffed.  Behold  him  at  the  head  of  a  victorious  army  ; 
almofl  naked  and  unpaid  ;  complaining,  and  almofc 
mutinizing  ;    looking  up  to  him,  as  their  father,  and 

fupporter 
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fupporter  of  their  claims  !  Did  he  cheriili  thefe  mur- 
murs ?  Did  he  encourage  them  to  enforce  the  pay- 
ment of  their  hard-earned  wages  at  the  point  of  the 
fword  ?  Did  he  feize  upon  this  occafion,  to  make  him- 
felf  the  fovereign  of  his  cpuntry  !  No  ;  his  inextinguifh- 
able  love  of  his  country  ftruck  every  felfifh  paflion 
dead  *,  and  with  the  authority  of  a  father,  and  the  ten- 
dernefs  of  a  friend,  he  foothed,  perfuaded,  and  conjured 
them,  by  every  motive  that  could  influence  brave  and 
generous  minds,  not,  by  any  aft  of  violence  or  indis- 
cretion, to  tarnifh  the  glory  they  had  acquired.  He 
fucceeded  ;  compcfed  his  army  ;  in  the  tendered  man- 
ner took  his  leave  of  them,  and  they,  to  their  immortal 
honour,  retired  in  peace. 

Previous  to  the  refignation  of  his  military  office,  he 

addreffed  each  of  the  Hates,  "  taking  his  leave  of  them 

(as  he  then  fuppofed)  as  a  public  character,  and  giving 

his  final  bleffing  to  that  country,  in  whofe  fervice  he 

had  fpent  the  prime  of  his  life."     His  capacious  mind 

fully  comprehended  the  true  interefts  of  his  country  ; 

and  as  a  faithful  friend,  and  as  a  parent  anxious  for 

the  happinefs  of  his  family,  he  mews  us  the  path,  and 

exhorts  us,  in  the  mofl  affectionate  manner,  to  walk 

therein.     He  does  not  reft  here  ;  but  in  the  clofe  of  his 

addrefs,  pours  out  his  foul,  in  the  mofl  fervent  and  inir 

portunate  ^applications  to  the  great  Father  of  our  fpirits, 

."  that  he  would  mofl  gracioufly  be  pleafed  to  difpofe  us 

all  to  do  juflice,  to  love  mercy,  and  to  demean  ourfelves 

with  that  charity,  humility,  and  pacific  temper  of  mind, 

which  were  the  chara&eriftics  of  the  divine  Author  of  our 

religion  ;    and  without  an  humble  imitation  of  whofe 

example,  in  thefe  things,  we  can  never  hope  to  be  a 

happy  nation," 

The 
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The  father  and  deliverer  of  his  country  had,  for 
eight  long  years,  devoted  himfelf  to  its  fervice  ;  and 
having  reaped  the  end  of  his  labours,  its  peace  and  in- 
dependence, he  now  refigned  his  military  command  ; 
and  as  an  admirable  trait  in  his  character ,  it  may  be 
obferved,  that  through  the  whole  of  it,  notwithstanding 
his  peculiar  trials  and  temptations,  he  neither  violated 
the  rights  of  citizens,  nor  thofe  of  the  civil  magiflrate. 

For  feveral  years,  he  enjoyed,  at  Mount  Vernon,  the 
pleafures  of  domeftic  life ;  cultivating  his  extenfive 
lands,  and  making  improvements  in  agriculture,  the  fa-? 
vourite  object  of  his  heart.  In  all  other  things  great, 
he  was  great  too  as  a  farmer.  "  He  had  nine  thoufand 
acres  of  land  under  cultivation  ;  has  raifed,  in  one  year, 
feven  thoufand  bufliels  of  wheat,  and  ten  thoufand 
bufhels  of  Indian  corn,  befides  other  produce."  From 
this  fond  employment,  in  1789,  he  was  invited,  by  the 
united  voice  of  more  than  three  millions  of  his  fellow* 
citizens,  to  take  upon  him  the  prefidential  charge  of 
that  government,  the  conftitution  of  which  he  had  no 
fmall  fhare  in  planning,  and  at  the  formation  of  which 
he  prefided.  This  office  he  accepted  with  that  modefly 
and  diffidence,  that  is  not  feen  but  in  minds  of  exalted 
merit  ;  rejecting,  as  in  all  other  public  appointments, 
fo  in  this,  any  pecuniary  confideration  whatever. 

He  was  now  crowned  with  the  highefl  honour  that 
his  country  could  beflow.  He  had  now  to  fet  in  mo- 
tion, a  government,  new  in  its  form,  untried  before, 
and  to  give  it  its  force  and  direction.  The  world  had 
feen  the  great  Warrior  ;  they  now  beheld  the  accom- 
panied Statefman,  adminiftering  his  government  with 
wifdom,  prudence,  firmnefs,  and  integrity,  and  obferv- 
ing  good  faith  and  juflice  towards  all  nations.     Our 
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nation,  in  the  mean  time,  enjoyed  unheard-of  wealth 
and  profperity.  Foreign  nations  faw  and  envied  it. 
Their  embroiled  flate  and  corrupted  policy  could  not 
long  fuffer  America  to  enjoy  tranquillity.  Very  foon* 
fome  of  them  drove  to  entangle  us  in  their  bloody  con- 
tells.  France,  which  had  attempted  to  engage  us  in  its 
terrible  fyftem,  having  failed  of  fuccefs,  had  recourfe  to 
the  powers  of  feduction,  dark  intrigue,  and  their  athe- 
iflic  philofophy,  that  fell  deftroyer  of  religion,  morals, 
government,  and  of  men,  and  begat  their  offspring, 
difcord,  faction,  and  rebellion.  But  all  their  endea- 
vours to  fix  an  indelible  ftain  on  the  character  of 
Washington,  "  as  chafte  as  ice,  as  pure  as  mow," 
were  fruitlefs.  He,  by  his  vigilance,  defeated  their  vile 
attempts  to  fubvert  our  conftitution  and  government. 
Regardlefs  of  all  oppofition,  he  fleadily  perfevered  in 
the  line  of  duty,  and,  with  an  even  hand,  guided  the 
helm  of  flate  ;  till,  in  1797,  when,  having  prefided 
eight  years,  and  paired  through  two  elections  with  the 
unanimous  voice  of  the  people,  he  declined  a  third,  and 
delivered  his  lafl  addrefs  to  the  people  of  his  charge, 
fraught  with  the  purefl  patriotifm,  political  wifdom, 
religion,  and  morality. 

In  March,  1797,  he  once  more  repaired  to  Mount 
Vernon,  his  delighful  feat,  there  to  enjoy  the  fweets  of 
retirement,  expecting  no  more  to  engage  in  the  anxious 
cares  of  public  life.  In  1798,  the  ftorm  of  war  threat- 
ening to  burfl  on  the  United  States,  it  became  expedient 
to  raife  an  army.  The  venerable  and  aged  warrior  was 
folicited  to  take  the  command.  He  faw  his  country  in 
danger ;  his  love  to  it  knew  no  end  ;  it  outweighed 
every  other  consideration,  and  he  accepted  the  call.  In 
this  high  command,  he  continued  till  on  the  14th  of 
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December,  1799,  then  in  the  fixty-eighth  year  of  his 
age,  when  the  King  of  kings  and  the  Lord  of  holts 
difcharged  him  from  his  warfare  here  below,  to  affume, 
as  we  truft,  a  more  exalted  flation  in  the  world  above, 
By  accounts,  which  have  been  published,  it  appears, 
that  his  ficknefs  was  fhort  an<l  painful.  On  Friday, 
he  was  attacked  with  a  fpecies  of  the  quinfy  ;  on  the 
evening  of  the  next  day,  about  ten  o'clock,  he  expired. 
A  fhort  time  before  he  died,  he  faid  to  his  phyfician, 
What  is  the  clock  ?  How  long  am  I  to  remain  in  this 
fituation  ?  The  doctor  replied,  Not  long,  Sir.  He 
then  rejoined,  with  a  countenance  expreflive  of  the 
greatefl  compofure  of  mind,  Doctor,  I  have  no  fear  to 
die ;  and  prefently  after  expired,  without  a  figh  or  a 
groan. 

"  When  keeneft  anguifh  rack'd  his  mighty  foul, 
K  And  the  fond  heart  the  joys  of  life  refign'd, 
"  No  guilt,  nor  terr6r,  ftretch'd  its  hard  control?' 
"  No  doubt  ot>A-ur'd  die  fnnfhme  of  the  foul. 
"  Prepar'd  for  death,  his  calm  and  fteady  eye 
"  Look'd  fearlefs  upward  to  a  peaceful  iky  ; 
"  While  wondering  angels  point  the  airy  road, 
"  Which  leads  the  chriftian  to  the  throne  of  God." 

In  this  illuftrious  man,  there  was  an  aflemblage  of 
virtues,  that  attracted  the  admiration  of  the  world. 
The  earlier  parts  of  his  life  were  marked  with  filial  love 
and  obedience  to  his  parents,  engaging  manners,  and  a 
diligent  and  ufeful  improvement  of  time.  At  a  more 
advanced  period,  when  in  a  family  ftate,  towards  the 
amiable  companion  of  his  life,  he  was  tender  and  affec- 
tionate ;  and  towards  his  domeftics,  "  mild  as  a  father." 
In  his  intercourfe  with  the  world,  he  was  jult,  generous, 
and  humane.     He  was  temperate  amidft  the  higheft 
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affluence,  and  a  ftranger  to  immoderate  pleafures.  He 
poffeffed  his  great  riches  without  vanity  or  profufion, 
diftributing  them,  as  the  almoner  of  Heaven,  for  the 
benefit  and  comfort  of  mankind. 

All  his  affairs,  in  private  as  well  as  in  public"  life, 
were  arranged  in  exact  order,  and  daily  adjufted  ;  fo 
that  the  clofing  fcene  of  life  left  them  but  two  days  in 
arrear. 

In  public  life,  we  have  viewed  him  ;  we  have  feen  a 
Hero,  Sage,  and  Patriot ;  whofe  bodily  form  was  fuch 
as  to  command  refpect.  ;  who  feldom  fpoke  but  with 
force  and  perfuafion,  or  wrote  but  with  eafe,  ftrength, 
and  elegance.  His  mind  was  comprehenfive,  memory 
tenacious,  apprehenfion  quick,  difcernment  juft,  and  his 
judgment  folid.  His  difcretion,  and  command  of  his 
paflions,  were  fcarcely  equalled  ;  and  to  a  collected 
mind,  for  every  exigency,  were  joined  an  unfhaken  for- 
titude and  patience,  under  the  feverefl  trials,  and  a 
refolution  equal  to  every  enterprife  -9    nor  was  he  lefs 

diflinguifhed  for  his  ardent  love  of  liberty,  of  his  coun- 
try, and  good  will  to  all  mankind.  His  character  mines 
with  flill  greater  luftre,  viewed  in  his  exemplary  regard 
to  religion,  his  firm  confidence  in  the  Supreme  Ruler  of 
the  world,  and  his  dependance  upon  Him,  as  his  duty 
and  belt  fupport,  and  whofe  providence  he  ever  public- 
ly acknowledged  in  all  the  great  events  of  his  life. 

We  dare  not  affirnij  that  he  was  fpotlefs,  and  without 
error  ;  for  he  was  a  man.  But  we  may  venture  to  af- 
firm, that  among  uninfpired  men,  the  world  has  rarely, 
if  ever,  feen  one  more  uniformly  great  and  good.  Such 
was  Washington  !  Surely  heaven  mult  have  endowed 
him  with  extraordinary  talents.  Some  fublime  principles 
muft  have  been  interwoven  in  the.  very  texture  of  his 
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foul,  operating  as  a  fure  ftandard,  and  as  an  unerring 
guide,  to  have  produced  fuch  confiftency  and  mag- 
nanimity through  life,  and  majefty  in  death  itfelf.  So 
much  worth  could  not  lay  concealed.  His  name  and 
his  fame  went  throughout  the  civilized  world.  He  was 
revered  by  *  kings  and  princes  ;  beloved  by  the  wife 
and  good  in  all  nations ;  his  virtues  were  celebrated  in 
courts,  camps,  and  armies.  His  own  countrymen, 
while  living,  difplayed  greater  tokens  of  love  and  refpecl 
towards  him,  than  perhaps  any  earthly  monarch  ever 
received  from  his  fubjects  ;  nor  will  their  grateful 
hearts  ceafe  to  yield  equal  honours  to  the  memory  of 
their  departed  friend. 

That  America  enjoyed  this  choice  bleffing  for  fuch  a 
length  of  time,  demands  our  pious  gratitude.  Though 
he  did  not  live  to  extreme  old  age,  yet  he  lived  to  fur- 
vive  the  moft  of  his  old  friends,  and  compatriots.  Of 
thofe  who  fat  with  him  in  the  firft  American  Congrefs, 
fcarce  any  one  of  thofe  renowned  patriots  are  feen  in 
the  prefent,  but  his  old  friend  and  brother  in  council, 
the  great  and  celebrated  Statefman  now  prefiding  there, 
whofe  life  may  God  long  preferve.  Where  are  they  ? 
and  where  are  all  his  once  beloved  and  brave  officers 
and  foldiers,  who  fought  under  him,  and  aided  in  his 
triumphs  ?  Alas,  the  greater  part  of  thefe  are  fallen  j 
and  of  us,  ere  long  it  will  be  faid,  they  are  no  more. 
Well,  then,  like  him,  let  us  fill  up  every  fpace  of  re- 
maining life  with  fome  ufeful  action. 

Was  it  that  heaven  conferred  this  high  favour  upon 
America,  that  her  fons  might  behold  to  what  a  height  of 

perfection 

*  I  have  fome  where  met  with  this  anecdote  :  that  Frederick,, 
the  late  king  of  Pruffia,  once  faid,  "  I  am  the  oldeft,  but  Wash- 
ington is  the  greatcfl;  general." 
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perfection  human  nature  was  capable  of  attaining,  and  be 
attracted  to  an  imitation  of  his  virtues  ?  Oh  may  we 
never  fruftrate  the  gracious  intentions  of  Heaven  !  Let 
us  hear  him,  whom  we  once  loved  and  honoured,  now 
fpeaking  to  us  in  his  leflbns  of  wifdom  ;  learn  them  with 
engaged  attention,  and  teach  them  our  children.— 
Let  us  hear  him  in  his  example,  and  receive  inftruction. 
Let  all  the  people  of  America  practically  regard  thofe 
political  truths,  and  maxims  of  morality,  bequeathed  to 
them  in  his  laft  legacy  ;  then  mall  we  be  a  happy  nation 
indeed.  Let  kings  and  rulers  alfo  hear,  and  profit  by 
his  wifdom  and  example  j  then  fhall  the  peace  and  hap- 
pinefs  of  the  world  no  longer  be  difturbed  by  their  vain 
ambition,  and  the  world  blefs  heaven,  that  Washing- 
Ton  was  born.  With  this  day's  mourning,  will  the 
memory  of  him  ceafe  ?  No  ;  the  remembrance  of  him 
fhall  never  perifh ;  his  virtues  fhall  never  die ;  they  fhall 
flied  their  benign  influence  upon  the  furrounding  world, 
and  furvive  time  itfelf. 


